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In Maryland and many other states, residential construction has not 

kept pace with population or economic growth in the last decade and 

the signs of that underproduction show up in higher prices and 

limited housing inventories.   

 

The challenges of shrinking housing opportunity are most evident in 

the growing gap in the homeownership rates of white and black 

owners, higher prices for all buyers, and limited inventory of 

affordable housing.  Before Congress passed the historic Fair Housing 

Act in 1968, the difference between white and black homeownership 

rates was 26%.  That gap shrunk to 23% in the 1970s but is now about 

30% nationally.   

 

Maryland REALTORS® is undertaking a campaign to raise the profile 

of housing issues called “Open Doors to Stronger Neighborhoods.”  

The effort will focus attention on policies that will expand housing 

opportunities for all Marylanders, including:  

 

• Creation of a work group staffed by the Department of Housing 

and Community Development to recommend strategies to close 

the homeownership gap. 

• Strengthening homebuyer assistance programs 

• Expansion of local accessory dwelling unit laws. 

• Increased residential density for certain commercial properties. 

• Tax incentives for existing homeowners who free up affordable 

housing units. 

 

Property Management 

Maryland property managers have important jobs ensuring that rental 

properties abide by local and state law regarding collection of rent, 

complying with livability codes etc, and finding tenants.  However, 

unlike real estate agents, property managers in Maryland are not 

licensed or registered to do their work. 

 

This legislation will require property managers who mostly work with 

single-family properties to register as a property manager with the 

Maryland Real Estate Commission.  This will close a hole in the 

enforcement powers of the Real Estate Commission who has 

terminated the real estate license of real estate agents engaged in 

illegal property management activities but then have also been able to 

continue practicing real estate property management as an 

unlicensed actor. 

 

The bill will not apply to those property managers already holding a 

real estate license, but will require unlicensed property managers to 

register with the commission and carry a surety bond.  

 

Broadband 

Approximately 300,000 Marylanders lack access to high speed 

internet.  Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, this issue resulted in lower 

property values for home sellers without high speed internet and 

reduced professional and business opportunities as more companies 

embrace remote work.  After COVID-19 and the limits placed on in 

person work and schooling, the necessity of high-speed internet is 

much more important.  The Maryland REALTORS® believes that 

Maryland and the U.S. Government must do more to lower cost 

barriers to extend high speed internet for all Marylanders. 
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